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JO_Pearl 150514

Participants:

Q: Interviewer

A: Participant

Q: Okay could you please tell me your name? 

A: My name is Pearl.

Q: And what do you do?

A: I'm a student in grade 10.

Q: And can you tell me about your parent’s education and what they do?

A: Well my parents all grew up in Taiwan, so they went to university there.  My dad is currently a telecom engineer, and my mum doesn’t work or doesn’t have a job.

Q: And do you have siblings, brothers and sisters?

A: I have a younger brother.

Q: When you were growing up, how did your family feel about reading and writing?

A: They promoted it quite a lot while we both, like we both, my brother and I enjoyed reading a lot.  So we did read a lot when we were young.

Q: So where did you live growing up?

A: Well both my brother and I were born in Taiwan, came at a very young age about 2, and we've lived in a lot of places actually.  So currently in Brisbane, I know we've lived in Sydney and Adelaide, the Gold Coast and yeah.

Q: So do you remember when you first learnt to read and write?

A: Um vaguely, probably in grade one I guess.  I just remember all the letters of the alphabet pinned around the class room and having your sight words and stuff, learning those yes. 

Q: Do you remember the first time you used a computer?

A: Um probably, I probably don’t remember the first time or the first recollection or like, or looking back at obviously videos or pictures mum has taken and stuff.  I remember once when my brother and I was, my brother and I were playing a computer game or something, and we were laughing a lot (Laughing).  That’s my first I guess. 

Q: How old do you think you were then?

A: I think 4 or 5 probably.

Q: Did your family - so your family obviously had a computer when you were growing up?

A: Yes.

Q: And what did you use it for?

A: Well I personally probably didn’t use like the computer very much at all.  My parents obviously probably for I don’t know probably using the internet and like bank like banking or like stuff like that.

Q: So did your family have rules about using the computer, like when you could use it, how long, anything like that?

A: Probably not when we were young, because we wouldn’t use the computer very often and there was no reason unless I don’t know, we were bored and wanted to play a game.  Or probably as we got older when, I know there was a restriction for my brother, I think he could only play games for an hour. 

Q: So do you remember the first time you used a computer at school?

A: I guess I remember, I think I'm not really sure what we were doing anything, probably some sort of educational game that was on the computer, probably in grade 2/3.  I don’t really know but like it was really young, so we did get to use the computers quite young.

Q: Would you have them in the class room, or did you have a computer lab, do you remember?

A: I know in primary schools they always had a computer lab where it's all computers.  Some class rooms would have one or 2 in, so just for like those extreme necessities where you need the computer.

Q: So were there rules around using the computers at school, you know were you allowed to go in and use them in the computer lab?

A: Probably only for school work.  But yet some people managed to play games on it anyway (Laughing).

Q: So do you own a computer now?

A: Yes, have 2 computers at home and each my brother and I both have a laptop for school.

Q: So can you describe the most recent time you used a computer at school, what were you doing?

A: Most recent, oh probably just 10 minutes ago.  Well looking at, well I was in chem phys, so we were doing physics work and just reading the information the teacher writted.

Q: Okay and what's, what were you doing the most recent time you used a computer at home?

A: At home, I was doing my biology assignment, that’s what I remember last night doing.

Q: So just looking up stuff on the internet or writing?

A: I was more writing; I had already collected my information.  So just on word and writing online report.

Q: So how much of a school day do you think you would use a computer for?

A: Well I'd say most of every class you would use the computer at some time and at home.  I'd say all my homework is done on the computer so well if every class is, well more than 3 hours say.  Do I need to …?

Q: No, no.  And then at home a couple of hours?

A: Probably like yeah 2 - 3 hours.

Q: Do you have other devices that you use to access the internet? 

A: No.

Q: Okay.  Does your family have rules now about when you can use the computer or the internet or anything?

A: Not really, just obviously I don’t know as you get older I guess the parents kind of try to want to trust you to know that you're doing your work and yeah to give you that lea way.

Q: So just kind of to sum up, how comfortable do you feel using technology?

A: Quite comfortable, it's very helpful and I don’t know, we use it daily so you get to know how to use it quite well.

Q: So if you ran into a problem with the technology or you know you couldn’t do something on the computer, what do you do?

A: Well in the family I'm not the best technology (Laughing), if I had a problem I guess well out of my dad and my brother they're really, well a lot better than I am.  And probably because my dad was also like the computer expert before and my brothers very into this technology, so he yeah knows a lot, they'd know a lot more so I'd ask them and they would do it.

Q: Well that’s all thank you.

End of Interview. 




