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	Interview (Draft Format):

JO_Merryn 30414

Participants:

Q: Interviewer

A: Participant

(Note: Gaps in transcript due to participants occasionally talking too quickly)

A: Are we recording?

Q: Yes.

A: Are we?

Q: Yes.  So could you tell me your name please?

A: Merryn.

Q: What's your current occupation?

A: I'm a student in year 10.

Q: What are your parent’s occupation and education?

A: So my parents are researchers and my mum did up to grade 12 and my dad did up to grade 10 and then 11 and 12 in one year.

Q: And did they … I presume they went to university.

A: Yes.

Q: Okay so tell me about your family members, do you have siblings?

A: I have a younger brother and a younger sister.

Q: So you're the oldest in the family?  How did you family feel about reading and writing when you  were growing up?

A: They encouraged it; you know we read a lot as a family.

Q: Where did you live growing up?

A: Mostly in a small town.

Q: Near Brisbane?

A: Fairly.

Q: And do you live there now?

A: Yes.

Q: So can you tell me where and how you first learnt to read and write?

A: Well probably in pre-school, at the local school, just learnt by writing my name and stuff at first.  And then in grade 1 I started actually learning how to read properly.

Q: And did you like reading?

A: Yeah I did.

Q: Can you describe your first encounter with a computer, what did you do, what did you use it for?

A: The first time I remember using a computer was, it was one of those Apple computers that were a desktop one, and it looked kind of space age, it was all monitor and the actual computer were altogether.  And I just remember it had a very loud boong noise when it turned on, I thought it was really, really cool and I mostly used it for playing games, and yeah.

Q: So this was a computer at home?

A: Yes.

Q: So your first encounter that you remember with a computer was at home not at school?

A: Yeah.

Q: And did you family have rules around using it?

A: Yes so we were only allowed to use it for a bit, not allowed to go on it all the time.  And then when I started doing extra curricula stuff I was allowed to use the computer for as long I had practiced my extra curricula.

Q: And when did you first use a computer at school?

A: When I was in grade 1 or 2, I think there was a computer in the classroom, I didn’t use it a lot but just occasionally we would use it to type things up.  And I started using computers a bit more as I moved into grade 4-5, for assignments and stuff.

Q: And were there rules around using the computer at school?

A: Well yeah we didn’t use it very much and only really to do work.  But then after a while our school actually got some computers for a computer lab, and then there were people like rostered in for grades that could go on the computers every day.

Q: So were you allowed to go during play time?

A: Yeah at lunch time we were allowed to go on if it was our day.

Q: So do you own a computer now or does your family own one, do you personally have a computer?

A: Personally I don’t but I have a school computer which is rented, so I have a laptop, and my family has a computer.

Q: Can you describe your most recent use of a computer at school, what did you use it for?

A: I was working on my art assignment and I was using Microsoft Word to type up my script for what I was going to say, and I was using Microsoft PowerPoint, because I'd already made the slideshow, to like get my script and my PowerPoint working together.

Q: So how long do you usually use a computer during the day at school?

A: A lot, probably maybe 3 or 4 out of the 6 sessions I usually use a computer, and then I use it to do my homework, which is usually for an hour and a half or maybe two, after school.

Q: And so at home you use it for homework, do you use it for other things at home?

A: Well I sometimes play computer games on there, but I don’t usually because I don’t really have much time.  What I do, they're usually online games.

Q: Do you have any other devices that you use for accessing the internet?

A: Only very occasionally on my phone, I do have 3G but I don’t really use it very much.

Q: And does your family have other devices?

A: So my family has iPads for work and also just there's a personal iPad as well, and phones.

Q: And if you were asked to rate yourself, how comfortable would you say that you felt using technology?

A: Fairly, probably on a scale of 1 to 10, maybe a 7.  I'm good at doing things that I need to do every day like word processing, taking notes, researching on the internet.  But when it comes to using some of the other programs like Flash and stuff, which I sometimes have to use, I'm not so confident in stuff like that.

Q: Okay well thank you very much for talking to me -

(Recording stopped)




