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	Interview (Draft Format):

JO_Juliet 060514

Participants:

Q: Interviewer

A: Participant

Q: So Juliet, what do you do?  What’s your occupation?

A: I’m a student.  

Q: And you’re in year 10?

A: Yes.  

Q: Can you tell me about your parent’s education and occupation?

A: Well Dad’s a doctor and mum was a nurse at one point but now she just does home duties.

Q: So they both went to university?

A: Yes.  

Q: And do you have siblings?

A: One sister yes.  

Q: And older/younger?

A: Older.  

Q: So you’re the baby of the family?

A: Yes.  

Q: So when you were growing up how did your family feel about reading and writing?

A: Well dad read to us from a very early age, like he read the entire Harry Potter series to us when we were little which was-

Q: Was it scary?

A: I can’t really remember too well but I remember we both liked it.  And we always have done a lot of reading, and writing did you say was the other one?

Q: Yes.  

A: Well my hand writing is pretty awful but gosh-

Q: Well it’s fine you can just let it go if - so where did you live growing up?

A: Brisbane.  

Q: And you live in Brisbane now?

A: Yes.  

Q: Do you remember when you first learnt to read and write?  

A: Not really.  

Q: Not really, so that would be in school - do you know how old you were?

A: I was - I don’t know.  No we had been read to earlier than that, but I think it was year 1.  

Q: Do you remember the first time you used a computer?

A: Yes I do.  That was when my sister was - when I was year 2 my sister’s teacher said look by now you really should have a computer at home because we were really bad at using computers, and then the computer dad got at home had that water lily screen saver - the pink water lilies - that was the first thing I remember and we played - I think we played those games - Minesweeper, Pinball that sort of thing and oh yes Kid Pix … - have you heard of that?

Q: No.  

A: Well it’s a bit like Paint - it’s a program where you can - it’s just sort of an artistic thing.  I remember we used it in school and I really wanted it and I think dad got the program for my birthday and we made Christmas cards and stuff with it.  

Q: So did your parents use computers at home?

A: No not really.  I think dad used his computer at work at that point but we didn’t have a computer at home until then.  And dad’s really - in terms of the computer oh dad’s always asking me questions like how do I do this?  How do I do that and then he goes “Oh no don’t do it - I want you to show me” - that takes so long to do it and it’s just like I’m doing my homework - please I don’t have time for this and then like dad’s always like you’re always so much better at computers than I am so you can help your grandma set up her new phone.  That was really awful.  

Q: A painful memory-

A: Yeah because instead of typing in her email address she typed in like her home address and then it was like - I didn’t know what she was typing into and I spent so long actually getting her to type the letters and then I realised oh no it’s meant to be the email address and then meanwhile dad’s just out in the garden I don’t know drinking beer or something.  

Q: It’s not fair is it?

A: No.  

Q: So when you were young did your family have rules around using the computer - when you could use it; how you could use it?

A: Well we just didn’t really use it so much.  We spent more time outside than a lot of people do.  I can’t remember any particular rules to the computer.  

Q: Did you fight with your sister about who got to use it?

A: No well sometimes, what we generally did was played games on the nitro site - the online game site and we generally played multi player games like ones where you would use W A S and D.  I would always have W A S and she would have the arrow keys and that was, but sometimes she actually clicked a one player - accidentally on purpose and then I’d just be watching her playing the game and it would just be like this is so unfair, and she was so much better at the games than I am.  

Q: When did you first use a computer at school?

A: At school, oh gosh we did use them - we didn’t have our own computers until year 6 but we did use them - we definitely used them in year 5 - maybe it was in year 4.  I can’t really remember but they were lap tops - communal lap tops in the library - well either desk top screens at the library or actual lap tops so … passwords, so do assignments on and stuff, and yes that was how we learnt about Kidpix - they were teaching us like oh yes you can have fun in these computer programs and oh and what was the most amusing thing was on the school’s website there was a link to a mouse skills game website and that was interesting that they actually had that linked.  It was quite fun, it had really good music and good graphics as well so we spent quite a lot of time on that one too.  

Q: So it wasn’t - from what you said it sounds like the computer wasn’t a big part of the school day?

A: Not so much no.  

Q: And were there rules around using the computer at school, like when you could use it and how you could use it?  

A: Well we were only using them during class, like getting them out of the library or going to the library to use the screen - like the big screen ones so there wasn’t really - you would be doing work on them and the teachers would be supervising so there wasn’t really any option to mess around on the computers and anyway I probably wouldn’t have known how at that point.  

Q: So you have your own lap top now?

A: Yes.  

Q: Can you describe your most recent use of it at school?  What did you use it for?

A: Oh well this morning actually we were working on a PowerPoint in biology/chemistry which is a combination subject, just filling in stuff on a PowerPoint and doing some research on some things.  

Q: And at home?

A: At home what most recently?

Q: Yeah.  

A: Probably doing my homework and/or procrastinating, actually probably procrastinating more so - I shouldn’t but I do spend far too much on Neopads - have you hear of that?

Q: Yes.  

A: So doing homework and going I’m sick of homework - Neopads, Nitro-

Q: So could you break down how long you would tend to use it during the school day, and how long you would tend to use it at home usually?

A: Oh gosh it depends on the day but probably during the school day, I wouldn’t use it during lunch - that’s one hour so probably at least 3 hours at school and at home - well it depends what sort of homework I’ve got, but generally I will be doing homework for about 4 hours a day.  Sometimes it’s a lot less but when it’s getting into the thick of things with assignments and so on I’m doing about that much which is a lot.  And then on the weekend homework as well.  

Q: So do you have other devices that you use to access the internet?

A: You mean like phones or i-pads or things?

Q: Yes.

A: Not so much like we’ve got two i-phones in the family - like one’s dad’s and one was dad’s old phone because he decided to impress his friends at golf he needed to get a new phone, so mum, my sister and I share that one.  It’s just kind of for emergency calls and things.  Don’t really go onto the internet so much on those.  Like dad uses it for the share market and things like that but not particularly the internet so much but there is a game - yes I downloaded a game on that phone and it’s very - my sister says it’s a lovely little piece of advertising because it’s one of those free games and you know it’s just covered in the thing’s logo and-

Q: So does your family currently have rules around using your computer?

A: Well you see dad would like us to spend more time with him than doing our homework, but we always find a way around that because we’ve got to do it.  In terms of the computer on weekends - like I’ll be like sneaky doing some Neopads or something and then dad and mum will be like you’re wasting time, but they won’t really stop me as such but I’ll feel guilty and then go back to doing my homework.  

Q: So if you kind of just had to sum up, how comfortable would you describe yourself using technology?

A: Well I’m not the best person at using technology.  See a lot of people, like the kids at the school are a lot better than me - a lot more proficient at using it because they’ve used it from a far earlier age than I have.  I generally prefer to use paper rather than a computer, although the computer does have its useful things.  Like the bibliography tool on Word and things like that but I tend to write - except in history - I write all of my subject notes just on paper which a lot of people find very unusual because some people just use their computers for absolutely everything, but I have friends who are really good at using the computer so that’s really handy when “Oh gosh what do I do now?  My computer’s going to explode” - and they’re like “No it’s not - you can just press this button.”  And then I’ve been trying to do something for an hour and then they will just come over and go click and it’s like “Oh c’mon you just didn’t do that did you?” Yep-

Q: Okay well thank you very much.  

(Recording stopped)




