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	Interview (Draft Format):

JO_Christina 060514

Participants:

Q: Interviewer

A: Participant

Q: So tell me your name.

A: Christina.

Q: And your current occupation?

A: Right now I’m a student.

Q: And you’re in year ten?

A: Yeah.

Q: So tell me about your parent’s education and their occupation.

A: I don’t really know the full history but they all went to - I think my dad went to a state school same with mum, they went to university, dad had to go back to university a few times - just, that was just like the nature of his job, same with mum.  She actually took a course a few years ago; she travels in Australia while we were still living here yeah.  And yeah so my mum started off working, she worked in the children’s court, then - now she’s just a supply teacher, she just travels around where we live going to various schools and dad’s a pilot yeah.

Q: So do you have siblings?

A: Yeah I’ve got twin brothers.

Q: Are they older or younger?

A: They’re younger than me by a year.

Q: Okay so you’re the eldest in the family?

A: Yeah.

Q: How did your family feel about reading and writing when you were growing up?

A: They had high hopes actually, I was like - hated work, but I was in like top rating class, so I usually did very well with that.  I was eagerly - I mean when I was very young they would give - dump me all these child books.  I remember Madeline and they were like read this, I’m like no, but it just grew on me so yeah, I’ve just always done it.

Q: And where did you live growing up?

A: I grew up in Sydney until I was five, then I moved to Hong Kong and I’ve been there ever since.

Q: And you live in Hong Kong now?

A: Yeah though I’m a boarder so. 

Q: Yeah can you - do you remember when you first learnt to read and write?

A: I have no idea, usually stuff like that is a very early memory.  I have no idea sorry.

Q: That’s okay, do you remember the first time you used a computer?

A: I don’t remember the first time I used one, but I do remember the first one I had one for my own.  Yeah it was this absolutely ridiculously giant white computer, so old covered in dust and it had like these giant speakers down the side and it actually had huge engine box next to it that doesn’t exist anymore.  I yeah I think I even used the internet on to - until a few years after I got, I just went there for the MS Paint. I would have - so that was in Hong Kong so I would have been about six maybe, six or seven anywhere between there so actually kind of old considering what age people get on the internet nowadays.

Q: But - so that was your first personal computer, did your family have a computer before that?

A: They did, I can’t remember anything from Sydney but I definitely know that dad had like huge old computer in a study so yeah, giant thing.

Q: So were you - were you allowed to use the - your dad’s computer or?

A: Oh no it was all highly kind of fun work stuff.  And if I had deleted files he'd descend so.

Q: But when you got your own computer, were there rules around when you could use it or what you could do on it or not?

A: I don’t remember to be - I don’t know, there weren’t really any rules, I think it was all very new to me, in Sydney I was like "what is a screen", we were like yeah.

Q: So when did you first use a computer at school?

A: I think we had a computer lab, not in kindergarten, not in grade one.  I think it might have been grade - either two or grade three so yeah.

Q: Do you remember what you did on the computers then?

A: We learnt how to do various things using MS Paint again, learnt how to type, sort of how to like this is - this is the worldwide web they actually called that like, God good grief, stuff like that.  I remember we would take typing tests, like we did spelling tests in normal English which is writing and we actually went and in IT  we’d sit down and read our list of words and we had to seriously type and as fast as we could, I did terribly, now I’m like a speed typer but anyway yeah.

Q: Were you allowed to play games at school?

A: Yeah I remember - this was before I moved school, so anywhere between grade three and grade six they would have like a sort of area between two classrooms and there were different computers set up around there.  They were laptops, they weren’t the big ones like in the computer lab, but they were still were fairly clunky.  And yeah we could play games on that, but like MS Paint again I don’t know what the obsession is with that thing, but yeah we didn’t really care for it, we had our own toys yeah.

Q: So could you go on the internet at the school - on the school computers?

A: It would be a very big deal to, you would have to ask and stuff, but now it’s compulsory, everyone’s got to have their own Macbook and another school where I live they all have iPad’s from grade five and up which is crazy yeah.

Q: Yeah, so do you own a computer now?

A: Not to myself, I’m just using the school computer, I don’t have anything else.

Q: Can you describe your most recent use of a computer at school?

A: At school this morning, check my emails probably, playing 2048 very addictive game.  Usually - usually I just go around various art websites to be honest because all the good ones are blocked to you but anyway yeah just looking at stuff.

Q: And - and for homework what would you - like after school?

A: Yeah I’ve noticed now, I mean I usually get off kids and their computers but I do the same thing, I sit down, open up and I don’t even know what half of what I do really, yeah I just browse and watch various TV shows and yeah.

Q: So if you kind of had to calculate how long you used it at school and how long you use it at home ...

A: Yeah.

Q: How many hours is that at school?

A: Oh I don’t know, like I’m the type of person doesn’t know how long a lesson goes for or what time lunch starts or anything so.

Q: Well maybe percentage of the day? 

A: Definitely more than half of the school day, that’s for sure.  We use our computer in almost every lesson apart from PE.  Like just always, don’t take notes, using - I used to write notes but I find typing is way easier than writing actually so yeah.

Q: And after school how long would you use it for?

A: Probably - usually after school I crash, fall asleep for a bit - on my computer maybe for like an hour, then prep starts which is like quite a bit of my time, do that until - so that’s from five to six.  I actually usually get distracted and I end up drawing stuff because I’m very artistic, so not as much time as other people, sorry just kicked you.

Q: That’s okay.

A: And then yeah from six to eight thirty that’s when I actually do my work, so yeah two hours, thirty minutes.

Q: So are there any other devices you own and use to access the internet?

A: My iPod it is my most dear possession, not really but I love music, I have to get on my phone because I’ve 3G because quite a lot of stuff that I like to go on is blocked.  Such, especially reddit, reddit is amazing.

Q: So is it mainly social media that the school blocks?

A: Yeah social media anything with entertainment value, anything to do with the arts at least - if you go into some website and it has like figure studies of - the human body, nudity and they're like oh my god and they block it, which annoys me because yeah.  Games, game they block, anything that's controversial.

Q: So you’d mainly use your iPod for music and for art?

A: Yeah pretty much, I don’t even go - I literally have it just to listen to music to, or to listen to podcasts.  It just - the thing - everything else happens on my phone.

Q: Okay, so do you rules for yourself or does your family now have rules about using computers?

A: My parents are very, very strict about technology use, like you’ve no idea, actually I know - I know I know it’ll just sound like I’m whinging, complaining, but my dad I think it’s just because of his job he has to be very, very precise, he said “You will only use this for this amount of time on this particular day, no exceptions otherwise it’s getting taken off you.  You must log yourself off every night”, which we do already at the boarding house, but we’ve got to do that at home too, it’s... - I usually let sleep my iPod. 

Q: So just kind of to sum up, overall how comfortable would you rate yourself or how comfortable would you feel around using technology?

A: I’m perfectly cool with it I - obviously … (Background noise) I know that there’s some actually the other day, I don’t even know how - I actually forget, but I learnt about this thing called The Dark Net or The Deep Web or whatever it’s called, you know about it right?

Q: I’ve heard about it, I don’t know about it.

A: Have you been on it? I was reading all about it and I discovered it was like some video and the video was based off a post that was on 4chan, 4chan’s like the anonymous forum - that was blocked but I figured out how to get onto it by accessing the archives.  So hacker level one thousand and I’m on that, I’m just learning all this really creepy stuff about the internet.  Not going to get into that because I don’t want the FBI to show up, but I did find it all very interesting so yeah, I’m cool with it.

Q: Excellent.

A: I’m thick skin when it comes to internet so.

Q: Okay well thank you very much.

A: Cool yeah.

Q: I’ll just turn it off.

A: But seriously it’s really creepy.

(Recording stopped)




